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Court Orders Kentucky 


Board to Act Promptly 


The Kentucky Court of Appeals, 
in response to a cross-appeal filed by 
attorney Jesse K. Lewis, has admin- 
istered a stinging rebuke to the Ma- 
rion County board of education, in a 
November ruling. The court declared 
that the board had not acted in com- 
pliance with the court’s previous or- 
der. The court said: “Our former 
opinion gave the county board of edu- 
cation a choice between two alterna- 
tives. The board did not choose either 
one, Accordingly, we think it was 
within the power of the circuit court 
to make the choice for the board, as 
the court did in directing the estab- 
lishment of a single, centrally located 
high school.” 

The new ruling of the court repre- 
sents a sweeping victory for the plain- 
tiff in that construction of the new, 
centrally located high school, free of 
sectarian domination, has now been 
definitely ordered. The county board 
is directed to proceed immediately 
with plans for such a school. For good 
measure the court added that “pend- 
ing construction of the new central 
high school . . . no permanent im- 
provements or additions be made to 
the schools at St. Charles and St. 
Francis.” St. Charles and St. Francis 
are “public-parochial” schools in the 
western end of the county, both op- 
erated from public funds. 

The long struggle against Roman 
Catholic-dominated “public” high 
schools in Marion County began in 
1955 when protesting parents in 
Bradfordsville, in the non-Catholic 
part of the county, went on a pro- 
longed school strike against the order 
of the board of education closing the 
Bradfordsville high school. (This 
school had been steadily reduced and 
impoverished over a period of years 
by the board’s favoritism toward St. 
Charles and St. Francis schools.) The 
protesting parents first demanded re- 
opening of the Bradfordsville school, 
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but now they have begun to recognize 
that a new centrally located high 
school would represent a great moral 
victory. Such a school serving all 
children of all faiths now seemed to 
be in sight at last. 


The only possible “out” for the 
sectarian dominated school board of 
Marion County lies in one provision 
of the order relating to expense of the 
proposed school. The court has held 
that if construction of the centrally 


located high school is shown to be 
financially impossible, or that the pre- 
scribed time limit for construction 
cannot be met (the school must be 
ready Sept. 1, 1959) then “the cir- 
cuit court can modify the judgment 
as seems necessary.” 

Two significant events are related 
to the latest order of the Court of 
Appeals. One was the visit of Glenn 
L. Archer, Executive Director of 
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TENTH POAU CONFERENCE 
CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY 


The 10th National Conference on Church and State will be 
held in Atlanta, Georgia, Feb. 10 and 11, 1958. The event will in- 
clude celebrations of POAU’s 10 years of service to the nation. 
Speakers will include Methodist Bishop (Ret.) I. L. Holt of St. Louis, 
Paul Blanshard and Dr. Clyde W. Taylor of Washington, D.C., Dr. J. 
Howard Williams of Ft. Worth, Texas, Glenn L. Archer, Executive 
Director of P.O.A.U., Dr. Frank H. Yost, Editor of “Liberty,” Dr. 
Louie D. Newton, President Board of Trustees of P.O.A.U., Rev. C. 
Stanley Lowell, Associate Director of P.O.A.U. 

Details of conference sponsorship on page 7. 











* Editorial ° 
A Jewish Maverick 


Many American newspapers in No- 
vember carried a rather startling 
headline reading like this: JEW SUP- 
PORTS CLAIM OF CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS FOR PUBLIC MONEY. 
Will Herberg, described as a Profes- 
sor of judaic studies at Drew Univer- 
sity, a Methodist institution, has at 
last climaxed his long progress to- 
ward the Catholic position by advo- 
cating surrender to the hierarchy’s 
financial demands. 

Let it be said emphatically that 
Will Herberg does not represent the 
jewish people of America on this is- 
sue. For years he has been touring 
the colleges, addressing Catholic 
Newman Clubs and advocating “co- 
operation” which amounts to a sur- 
render of Jewish principles. His latest 
pronouncement was published by the 
jesuit magazine, America in its issue 
of November 16. 

Not a singie Jewish organization of 
any consequence in the United States 
agrees with Mr. Herberg’s pronounce- 
ment. Both the American Jewish 
Congress and the American Jewish 
Committee, the two leading Jewish 
organizations in this field, strongly 
oppose public appropriations to pa- 
rochial schools. (We expect to carry 
a reply to Mr. Herberg by a distin- 
guished rabbi in our next issue). 

“Herberg has been a thorn in our 
flesh for some while,” a Jewish leader 
has assured us. “He speaks only for 
himself, has never purported to speak 
for any other group or agency, and 
we hope, never will.” In the January, 
1953, issue of the Jewish monthly, 
Commentary, four leading staff mem- 
bers of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee condemned Mr. Herberg in a 
jointly signed letter for his attack on 
the religious neutrality of the public 
schools and his “‘blue-print for the re- 
turn of the religious conflicts” in pub- 
lic education. Stanley Lichtenstein of 
POAU’s staff also commented in de- 
tail in the same issue. 


Sweeping Falsehood 


In his America article Mr. Herberg 
exhibits a penchant for sweeping gen- 
eralizations which are almost always 
false. For example he begins by 
claiming that we have public educa- 
tion in America only because churches 
and other private groups found that 
education of the masses was too 
costly for them to undertake. One 
would think, to read his account, that 
our government had backed into the 
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work of education and really didn't 
belong there. There is no truth in 
this account. Public education was 
not something this country backed 
into; it was a program deliberately 
undertaken by leaders who believed 
profoundly in what they were doing. 
Public education was a crusade. Hor- 
ace Mann in his Tenth Annual Re- 
port declared that free schools were 
indispensable to the continuance of 
a republican government. 

Or, consider Mr. Herberg’s descrip- 
tion of what he calls “continental 
liberalism.” On the continent, he says, 
it is the feeling that ‘non-state 
institutions (churches, for example) 
really have no business in the field 
of education which is held to be a 
monopoly of the state.’ This, he 
thinks, is entirely different from the 
U.S. where education is thought of 
as being primarily the responsibility 
of private groups. It is, however, a 
fact that on the continent state sub- 
sidies to church schools are a general 
practice. If what Mr. Herberg says 
is true, why should these govern- 
ments be paying the church for doing 
something which they believe the 
church has no right to do? And if it is 
the belief here that education is pri- 
marily the job of the church, why 
have the churches never received a 
general subsidy for this purpose? The 
facts are flatly contrary to Mr. Her- 
berg’s assertions. 


The Answer? 


Mr. Herberg’s staunch support of 
the subsidy for Roman Catholic 
schools is based on the belief he con- 
sistently assumes that such schools 
are better than the public schools. 
Never does he document this alleged 
superiority. He does not because he 
cannot. An official pronouncement of 
the 169th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. declares: 
“General superiority neither in aca- 
demic achievement nor in ethical be- 
havior has been demonstrated when 
elementary and secondary students 
of parochial schools are compared 
with students of the public schools.” 

Let’s face it: there is no ground 
whatever for assuming that parochial 
schools are the answer to crime or de- 
linquency or any of the nation’s ills. 

Mr. Herberg is entirely false to 
the facts when he declares that “sep- 
aration of Church and State is the 
slogan under which secularists (have 
sought) to evict religion from all 
areas of public life.” “Secularist”’ is 
an ugly label these days, and Mr. 
Herberg does his best to tie it on 
those who differ from him in the mat- 


ter of subsidizing Roman Catholic 
schools. It won’t stick, though. The 
truth is that the architects and ad- 
vocates of Church-State separation 
throughout our country’s history have 
been men of religion. They have had 
sense enough to see that the freedom 
made possible by separation of 
Church and State has been conducive 
to the health of the religious enter- 
prise. 

Mr. Herberg confuses (probably 
intentionally) two things—friendli- 
ness to religion and friendliness to 
state financing of religion. Anyone 
who opposes the subsidy is, in Mr. 
Herberg’s thinking, a “secularist.” He 
should be told that many non-secu- 
larists have always believed that 
churches ought to be financed by the 
voluntary gifts of their own adherents. 

The conclusion of the article is an 
all-out attack on the public schools. 
Not only do the public schools fail 
to teach religion, says Mr. Herbert, 
they fail to teach reading and writing 
and practically everything — else. 
Again the implication is that the 
church-sponsored school should be 
supported from tax funds because it 
is doing all of this much better. 

Mr. Herberg is a Jew who does not 
represent the Jewish people. 


* 


POAU will celebrate its tenth an- 
niversary at Atlanta, Ga., on Febru- 
ary 10 and 11. Plan to attend. See 
page 7 for details. 
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@ The Baptist General Association of Virginia has appealed to its con- 
stituent churches to dissociate themselves from “Bible teaching programs” 
in the public schools of the state. The programs, never challenged in the 
courts, have had the active endorsement of the Virginia Council of Churches. 


@ Communist Hungary will continue existing subsidies to the 
Roman Catholic Church without reduction “in order to strengthen 
the good relations existing between the State and the Church,” it 
was revealed in October. 


@ James M. Curley, former mayor of Boston and governor of Massachu- 
setts, has admitted in his recent autobiography, /’d Do It Again, that in his 
first campaign for governor, in order to win Catholic votes, he set up a fake 
Ku Klux Klan and had crosses burned near his rallies, thus whipping up 
public hatred against an imaginary enemy for his own benefit. 


@ Israeli governmental involvement in the enforcement of Jewish 
dietary laws continues to stir controversy in that country. The 
Supreme Court at Jerusalem heard arguments in October on the 
constitutionality of a Tel Aviv by-law prohibiting the sale (but not 
the eating) of pork; at about the same time, the right of an Arab 
Christian to be licensed as a non-kosher butcher was championed 
by Melkite Rite Archbishop George Hakim of Haifa in an appeal 
to Jerusalem Mayor Gershon Agron. Months earlier, Premier David 
Ben Gurion refused to sign a bill forbidding pig-raising, reportedly 
saying: “God himself saved the pig when he ordered Noah to put 
two of them into the ark. Who am I to liquidate them?” 


@ After thirty-one years of dictatorship by Premier Salazar, Portugal 
has returned “the little priest” —as Salazar is called—to power in an election 
in which no opposition ticket was permitted. The Portuguese Catholic Church 
warmly cooperated, basing its support upon the continued enforcement of 
Portugal’s 1940 Concordat with the Vatican under which there is nominal 
“separation of church and state,” with complete payment of salaries and ex- 
penses for Portuguese priests. 





Bishops’ Primary Loyalty 
Is to Papacy, Oath Shows 


Kentucky Court 
(Continued from page 1) 
POAU to Kentucky in August. Mr. 


The renewed controversy over the 
sovereignty or statehood claimed by 
the Vatican, and the citizenship status 
of Roman Catholic bishops in the 
United States (Church and State, 
September and October), has aroused 
considerable interest in the text of the 
bishops’ oath of fealty to the Pope. 
The following is the text relied upon 
by the State Department in its ex- 
change of views on the problems with 
POAU, published by the Cathedral 
Library Association, New York, 1932, 
under the heading, ‘The Order Fol- 
lowed in the Consecration of a Bishop 
According to the Roman Pontifical,” 
and embodying the oath “prescribed 
for the Bishops of the United States 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Archer “stumped the state” in defense 
of the citizens of Bradfordsville and 
Marion County who had been vic- 
timized by clerical domination of the 
county’s school system. Addressing 
large audiences in many parts of the 
state Mr. Archer pointed out that 
months and years were passing and 
the county school board together with 
the state superintendent continued to 
nullify and even obstruct the order 
of the court. The result of these ap- 
pearances was a mounting tide of sen- 
timent which insisted on justice for 
the Bradfordsville people. 

Mr. Archer’s schedule in Kentucky 
was arranged under the auspices of 
the powerful Baptist Brotherhood of 
the state convention headed by Dr. 


Catholic Schools Seek 
Manitoba Tax Support 


Roman Catholic “public” schools 
supported out of real estate taxes col- 
lected from Catholics were demanded 
by Archbishop Philip M. Pocock of 
Winnipeg in a brief presented to the 
Manitoba Royal Commission on Edu- 
cation at the beginning of October. 
If successful, his plea would add Mani- 
toba to the list of Canadian provinces 
which operate “separate” denomina- 
tional school systems at public ex- 
pense. The Canadian magazine, ‘“Mac- 
lean’s,” pointed out more than two 
years ago that such systems, far from 
benefiting rank-and-file Catholics, had 
forced two hundred thousand Roman 
Catholic children to receive “a second- 
class education in third-rate school- 
rooms,” (“Church and State,” Janu- 
ary, 1956), but the church hierarchy 
continues to sacrifice the children to 
its ideal of “integrally Catholic” 
schools. Archbishop Pocock, assailing 
“‘non-denominationalism,”’ which he 
said had become “a religion itself,” 
told the Commission that “there is no 
Catholic religious atmosphere in pub- 
lic schools.” He said that under his 
“separate” plan Catholic schools would 
be open to inspection by provincial 
authorities but run by Catholics with 
all-Catholic teaching staffs. The arch- 
bishop, asked by Commissioners how 
he would feel about “Communists or 
atheists” who might (theoretically) 
demand separate schools, replied that 
“Parental rights must be subject to 
reason and schools must not teach 
subversion.” 











Lucien Coleman. During these Broth- 
erhood-sponsored meetings Baptists 
throughout the state became con- 
vinced that the Kentucky Conven- 
tion should strongly record its con- 
victions on the subject with the 
proper officials and with the general 
public. Accordingly, the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, in a series of 
resolutions drafted by Gainer C. 
Bryan called for an end of the Ma- 
rion County impasse and prompt 
compliance with the court’s order. 

The resolutions called on Governor 
Chandler and the State Board of Edu- 
cation to provide public schools in 
Marion County “that will afford all 
the children equal educational op- 
portunities,’ and said: “A Roman 
Catholic-dominated county school 
board in Marion County has per- 
sistently pursued policies that favor 
the Catholic population and discrim- 
inate against the non-Catholic popu- 
lation.” The resolutions concluded 
with a request for immediate enforce- 
ment of the laws prohibiting sectarian 
religious training in the public schools 
and an “end of religious discrimina- 
tieh.(3).” 








Oregon Adventists Spurn 
State-Provided Texthooks 


The pattern of churches avidly 
seeking support from tax funds was 
sharply reversed by a recent action 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in Portland, Oregon. In a unanimous 
action of its governing board, Union 
Academy, an Adventist institution of 
that city, declared it would not ac- 
cept free textbooks provided for pa- 
rochial schools by action of the 1957 
Oregon legislature. The board, ac- 
cording to The Oregonian of Sep- 
tember 14, 1957, took the position 
that “to accept the textbooks would 
be to accept funds from Oregon tax- 
payers to support a church organiza- 
tion. This is in violation of the com- 
plete separation of church and state. 

“Tf a church wants to conduct its 
own educational system,” the report 
concluded, “its adherents should pay 
for all expenses and not allow the 
state to help meet the heavy financial 
load.” 

Actually, free textbooks have been 
allocable to sectarian schools in Ore- 
gon for many years. The only con- 
siderable system of these schools in 
the state is the Roman Catholic. Ro- 
man Catholic schools were generally 
sub-standard and, therefore, could 
not qualify for the textbooks under 
the law. The 1957 session of the legis- 
lature, at the behest of the Roman 
Catholic lobby, removed the stipu- 
lation that the schools must meet 
state standards in regard to teacher- 
class load requirement, room size and 
school land area. 

Union Academy, while qualifying 
at every point for the state-provided 
textbooks, has rejected them. The re- 
jection was inspired by something to 
which many remain total strangers 
—a conviction. 
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New Bus Battle in Maine 


A second legal battle has opened 
in Maine against the use of public 
funds for Catholic parochial bus 
transportation. With the help of 
POAU the Augusta Taxpayers Asso- 
ciation headed by Dr. Alden W. 
Squires, has challenged a new move 
by Mayor H. Lloyd Carey to finance 
Catholic school busses out of city 
welfare funds. Three prominent at- 
torneys, Peirce, Sanborn and Good- 
speed, acting in behalf of the Augusta 
Taxpayers Association, have filed a 
complaint in the Superior Court in 
Augusta challenging the legality of 
a new appropriation of $250.00 by 
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Quote of the Month 
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a 
> “The denial of (tax) benefits (to ’ 
— parochial schools) forces parents, be- 4 
> cause of their exercise of religion in { 
the choice of school, to support a | 
second school system. This imposed 
> burden is a tax on the exercise of { 
} religion. As such it is unconstitutional; } 
, it does the very thing that the First 4 
> Amendment forbids: it prohibits the } 
, free exercise of religion."—Father 
. Virgil C. Blum in US. NEWS & 4 
t WORLD REPORT, Oct. 25, 1957. ; 
4 
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the city for parochial school busses. 
The Augusta Taxpayers Association 
won its previous battle against the 
city when Mayor Carey and his as- 
sociates sought to use educational 
funds for this purpose. 

A new city ordinance is designed 
to “conserve the health, safety and 
welfare of the children,” and the city 
council thus hopes to avoid the force 
of federal decisions against the use 
of public money for any direct educa- 
tional benefit for sectarian schools. 

POAU leaders including Dr. Wil- 
liam A. Cook and Paul Blanshard, 
special counsel, have visited Maine 
and consulted with the leaders in this 
battle. The chief contention of attor- 
neys for the Augusta taxpayers is 
that the appropriation of welfare 
funds is unlawful because it lacks 
statutory authority, but a plea is also 
being made that such an appropria- 
tion violates the constitutional prin- 
ciples of the separation of church 
and state. 

Augusta’s famous battle began last 
spring when a group of Catholic par- 
ents suddenly threatened to dump 
900 parochial school children upon 
the public schools with only a few 
days notice. When the Augusta school 
superintendent met their challenge 
calmly and offered to take their chil- 
dren in the public schools, the threat 
was promptly dropped, and only a 
few Catholic students actually trans- 
ferred to the public schools. 

The battle has national significance 
because it may give an opportunity 
to go to the United States Supreme 
Court and challenge the 5 to 4 deci- 
sion in the 1947 Everson bus case in 
which local appropriations in New 
Jersey for parochial school busses 
were sanctioned by a narrow margin. 
Unlike New Jersey, Maine has no 
pertinent statute authorizing local 
communities to spend their funds for 
such a purpose. If the Augusta tax- 
payers win their second legal round, 
it is likely that at least seven or eight 
other Maine communities will be 


obliged to discontinue the use of pub- 
lic funds for parochial school busses. 
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Dr. Blake for Protestant 
Support of Public School 


In an address to the Protestant 
Teachers Association Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, President of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, has urged 
upon Protestants the necessity of pro- 
viding strong backing for the public 
schools. “Unless Protestants as Prot- 
estants support the public school sys- 
tem in the United States, no one else 
will,” he said bluntly. 

Dr. Blake made the principal ad- 
dress at a meeting which honored Dr. 
William Jansen, retiring superintend- 
ent of the schools of New York City. 
The speaker agreed that parents 
should always have freedom to 
choose the kind of education their 
children should receive. He said that 
anyone has a right to establish a pri- 
vate school in competition with the 
public schools and that parents have 
a right to patronize such institutions. 
But, he insisted, “patrons of non- 
public schools must pay for these 
schools themselves,” and the fact of 
their support of a private school 
“does not in the slightest decrease 
their responsibility to support public 
schools with adequate taxation.” 

The speaker, who is also stated 
clerk of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A., discussed the question of re- 
ligion in the public schools. “Religion 
must not be eliminated from the cur- 
riculum, although the public schools 
should not give sectarian teaching,” 
he said. 
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Vatican in ‘State’ Role 
At Brussels Exposition 


For the first time in history, accord- 
ing to The New York Times of Octo- 
ber 17, the Roman Catholic Church 
will appear as a full-blown Papal 
State at an international fair when 
the Brussels International Exposition 
starts in 1958. The Papacy will build 
a Vatican pavilion on a four and one 
half acre plot adjacent to the plot of 
the United States and only two streets 
from the pavilion of Soviet Russia. 

The Vatican will rank in the expo- 
sition not as a church but as a sov- 
ereign state. Catholic plans were an- 
nounced by a Belgian leader, Paul 
Heymans, head of Roman Catholic 
participation in the fair. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


State Probers Warned 
On Religious Intrusion 


A far-ranging interrogation which 
included questioning of witnesses 
about their religious beliefs precipi- 
tated a storm in Virginia recently 
and subjected the Thomson legisla- 
tive committee—investigating organi- 
zations active in the field of race re- 
lations—to vigorous criticism. POAU 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer, 
emphasizing that POAU takes no 
stand on race questions, told Del. 
James M. Thomson of Alexandria, 
Va., on November 16 that the re- 
ported closed-door religious question- 
ing of witnesses was disturbing to 
friends of religious liberty. 

“James Madison and Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Virginians both and founding 
fathers of state and nation,” he 
pointed out, “made it clear long ago 
that in the American system a man’s 
religion is not the business of govern- 
ment. That is one of the conditions 
of a free church in a free state.” 

Archer urged release of the hearing 
transcripts so that the people of Vir- 
ginia could examine the questions 
concerning religion in context and 
appraise them in the light of consti- 
tutional principle. Del. Thomson re- 
plied that he would not release the 
transcripts but that any witness will- 
ing to “pay the Committee’s secretary 
for the transcribing of their portion 
of the testimony” could do so. 

The Northern Virginia Sun re- 
ported on November 16 that “an ex- 
tended interchange covering several 
pages of the typewritten transcript 
took place between Del. Frank P. 
Moncure of Stafford, a Committee 
member, and a witness who asked not 
to be identified. The interchange 
delved extensively into the witness’ 
religious beliefs.” 
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Italian Police Major 
Says He Makes ‘Law’ 


A court suit arising out of a police 
raid on a church meeting in Italy will 
be instituted by the Rev. Joseph 
Giusti of Wilmington, Dela., accord- 
ing to the Wilmington Journal-Every 
Evening. The incident was said to 
have occurred on Sunday, October 
27, in the town of Stornarella, prov- 
ince of Foggia. 

Giusti, a pastor of the Italian Pen- 
tecostal (Assemblies of God) Church, 
reported that he and an Italian col- 
league were taken to police barracks 
by a six-man police raiding party led 
by a major who told Giusti, “I make 
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the law.” “If there is a law for us, 
there is also a law for you,” Giusti 
retorted. He was later released, and 
police returned a confiscated radio 
and loudspeaker to him. 

Contending that the services he 
had been conducting for 50 worship- 
ers were perfectly legal under a rul- 
ing of the Constitutional High Court 
in Rome last March 18 (Church and 
State, April and November), Giusti 
retained Attorney Giacomo Rosapepe 
of Rome to contest the police action. 
Rosapepe has played a leading role 
in securing liberalization of repressive 
laws dating from Mussolini’s Fascist 
regime. 

“The court has not ruled on regu- 
lations requiring that ministers other 
than Roman Catholics be approved 
by the Interior Ministry before con- 
ducting services,” the Associated 
Press noted. 

Giusti expects to stay in Italy for 
a year or more. Six years ago, on a 
previous visit, he had similar trou- 
ble with the police over his preach- 
ing, but won out after a struggle. 


+ 
Hope for Colombia 
Is Dashed Again 


Hope that genuine religious free- 
dom might come to Colombia, which 
had surged high in recent months, 
has now tobogganed once more. Fol- 
lowing a speech on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate, about the disgraceful 
persecutions of Protestants in Co- 
lombia, by Senator Wayne Morse 
(D., Ore.), the steady intercessions 
of Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Secretary 
of Public Affairs of the NAE, and the 
discussions in the assembly of the 
World Council of Churches last July, 
the Colombian government had indi- 
cated its intention to carry out the 
religious freedom guarantees of the 
1936 constitution. 

In apparent alarm that religious 
liberty might actually be coming at 
last, the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
of Colombia has taken steps to elimi- 
nate the religious liberty provisions 
from the constitution altogether. In 
a joint statement the bishops pledge 
that they will “use all lawful means 
at their disposal to bring about the 
abrogation of articles in the 1936 
constitution . . . which weakened the 
influence of the Church in this coun- 
try” (RNS Nov. 21, 1956). 

The prelates go on to say that the 
new agreement they will seek with 
the Colombian government will give 
them (the Church) complete control 
over education and will eliminate all 


provisions of the constitution “which 
may have been in disagreement with 
the Catholic principles professed by 
the Colombian people.” The latest 
move of the hierarchy indicates that 
the Colombian persecutions may ac- 
tually become more severe in coming 
months and that even the paper 
assurances of religious freedom con- 
tained in the 1936 constitution may 
be withdrawn. 


Five Per Cent? 


Meanwhile there were new devel- 
opments in the matter of Protestant 
persecutions in unhappy Colombia. A 
Jesuit priest, the Rev. Eduardo Os- 
pina, vice-president of the Secretariat 
for the Defense of the Faith in Co- 
lombia, issued a statement declaring 
that only 5. per cent of the Catholic 
priests of that country have beea in- 
volved in persecution incidents (RNS 
Nov. 4, 1957). 

Fr. Ospina quotes a Protestant, a 
long-time resident of Colombia, Mr. 
B. E. Long, as saying that “the Co- 
lombian people and probably 95 per 
cent of the Catholic clergy have noth- 
ing to do with the persecution.” Fr. 
Ospina says he agrees with Mr. Long 
that “the ignorant and fanatical per- 
sons who treat Protestants with vio- 
lence are a small minority. . . .” 

The statements of Fr. Ospina are 
the most significant to come from a 
member of the clergy on this subject. 
His colleagues have hitherto consis- 
tently denied that there was any 
persecution at all. The American hier- 
archy took violent exception when the 
World Council of Churches meeting 
in New Haven, Conn., last July even 
dared to discuss the matter. The New 
York Times, apparently as a result 
of clerical pressure, refused to print 
a letter from Dr. Henry Pitt Van 
Dusen, President of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, which documented 
priest-inspired atrocities against 
Protestants in Colombia. 

The Ospina statement may well 
be close to the mark. His claim that 
the masses of the Colombian people 
have not joined in these disgraceful 
incidents and that only about 5 per 
cent of the Colombian clergy have 
been involved, appear to be trust- 
worthy. What Fr. Ospina fails to say, 
however, is that even 5 per cent of 
the clergy, bent on the destruction 
of Protestant property and Protes- 
tant lives, can do much damage. 

For example, the Bishop of Quibdo 
(evidently one of the 5 per cent), 
writing in La Aurora on May 1, 1956, 
urged the faithful to commit “pleas- 
ant outrages on behalf of the Lord 


(Continued on page 6) 








Alaska, Minnesota 
Results Differ 


A decision on the merits in a bus 
case involving the church-state sep- 
aration principle has been assured to 
a suing Alaskan taxpayer, but tax- 
payers seeking legal redress in a hos- 
pital case in Baudette, Minn., have 
been stymied by a technical ruling. 

Woodrow W. Reynolds of Juneau, 
Alaska, attacking the constitutional- 
ity of a territorial parochial school 
bus transportation act (Church and 
State, April and November, 1955), 
was granted the right to sue in an 
opinion of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, at 
San Francisco, on October 21. Re- 
versing a lower court decision of last 
February which had held that Reyn- 
olds did not have sufficient interest 
as a taxpayer to sue, the appeals 
court held that the Alaskan bus law, 
providing tax money for parochial 
bus transportation out of the General 
Fund, put a sufficient burden on each 
of the less than 130,000 taxpayers 
there to qualify one of them to con- 
test the measure on constitutional 
grounds. The court distinguished the 
case from others in which taxpayers 
in the States, each being “one of over 
one hundred and sixty million,” had 
been held lacking in sufficient eco- 
nomic interest to sue. 


Baudette 


The ruling in the Baudette, Minn., 
hospital case dismissed a suit brought 
by taxpayers against a “give-away” 
sale of Municipal Hospital to the 
Sisters of St. Joseph (Church and 
State, June, 1956). Judge Arnold C. 
Forbes of the Eleventh Judicial Dis- 
trict Court held that the Baudette 
Community, finding itself unable ‘to 
provide funds for the completion of 
a much-needed annex” to the hospi- 
tal, had arranged the sale to the 
Roman Catholic order as an exercise 
of the discretionary authority of the 
town officials. “Courts,” he said, 
“cannot substitute their own judg- 
ment for that of a public board.” 

Judge Forbes’ decision as to the 
inability of the community to provide 
for the completion of the hospital ap- 
parently took no cognizance of the 
reasons for the defeat of the bonds 
by the villagers in three separate 
elections. The community defeated 
the bonds because it had learned that 
the “children’s wing” ostensibly being 
financed was, in reality, a chapel, 
confessory sacristy and penitent room 
to be used in the practice of the Ro- 
man Catholic faith. 
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The end of the Baudette story (the 
case will not be appealed) is sad but 
all too familiar: a hospital built with 
the gifts of loyal citizens who were 
members of all churches, now be- 
comes the property of one church. 
The Citizens Protection Committee 
of Baudette who courageously took 
this issue to court cannot be praised 
too highly. Having to raise funds the 
hard way, in contrast with the large 
funds available to the opposition, 
they have fought nobly to the end. 
They have lost, but their losing strug- 
gle may yet impede many a sectarian 
steal in other areas. 
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Bishops’ Oath 


(Continued from page 3) 


in the Second Council of Baltimore” 
(Latin text in the Acta and Decreta 
of the Second Council of Baltimore). 


Form of Oath 


I N., elected to the Church of N., 
from this hour henceforward will be 
obedient to Blessed Peter the Apostle, 
and to the holy Roman Church, and to 
our Holy Father, Pope N. and to his 
successors canonically elected. I will 
assist them to retain and to defend the 
Roman Papacy without detriment to 
my order. I shall take care to preserve, 
to defend, increase and promote the 
rights, honors, privileges and authority 
of the holy Roman Church, of our 
lord, the Pope, and of his aforesaid 
successors. I shall observe with all my 
strength, and shall cause to be ob- 
served by others, the rules of the holy 
Fathers, the Apostolic decrees, ordi- 
nances or dispositions, reservations, 
provisions and mandates. I shall come 
when called to a Synod, unless pre- 
vented by a canonical impediment. I 
shall make personally the visit ad lim- 
ina apostolorum every ten years, and 
I shall render to our Holy Father, Pope 
N., and to his aforesaid successors an 
account of my whole pastoral office, 
and of all things pertaining in any 
manner whatsoever to the state of my 
Church, to the discipline of the clergy 
and the people, and finally to the sal- 
vation of the souls which are entrusted 
to me: and in turn I shall receive hum- 
bly the apostolic mandates and execute 
them as diligently as possible. But if I 
shall be detained by legitimate impedi- 
ment, I shall fulfill all the aforesaid 
things through a designated delegate 
having a special mandate for this pur- 
pose, a priest of my diocese, or through 
some other secular or regular priest of 
known probity and religion, fully in- 
formed concerning the abovenamed 
things. I shall not sell, nor give, nor 
mortgage the possessions belonging to 
my mensa, nor shall I enfeoff them 
anew or alienate them in any manner, 
even with the consent of the chapter of 
my Church, without consulting the 
Roman Pontiff. And if through me any 
such alienation shall occur, I wish, by 
the very fact, to incur the punishments 
contained in the constitution published 
concerning this matter. 


So help me God and these Holy Gos- 
pels of God. 


+ 


Colombia 
(Continued from page 5) 
. . . that will banish from the nation 
Protestant heresy.” (The Church- 
man, September, 1956). There is no 
estimating the damage such inflamma- 
tory statements can inspire. 

There has been no report that ei- 
ther the Bishop of Quibdo, or any of 
the rest of the 5 per cent of the per- 
secuting clergy, have ever been disci- 
plined by their superiors. Those who 
are prepared to credit Fr. Ospina’s 
insistence that no more than a small 
minority are guilty continue to won- 
der why these are not brought to jus- 
tice before civil or ecclesiastical 
courts. 
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indian Communist State 
Threatens Church Schools 


Nationalization of church schools 
in Kerala, India’s only Communist- 
governed state, was made possible by 
a bill passed on September 3 by the 
State Assembly. The measure, how- 
ever, awaited signature by the Gov- 
ernor of Kerala and the President of 
India in order to become law. 

With the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant mission schools embar- 
rassed by the fact that they were 
state-subsidized, the Government was 
able to push through the bill author- 
izing it to “regulate and control, from 
time to time, the establishment, man- 
agement and maintenance of aided 
schools,” and to require appointment 
of teachers from a state panel. 

Kerala, at the southern tip of India, 
is populated by 14,000,000 souls, 25 
to 30 per cent of whom are Christian 
(mostly Roman Catholics and Syrian 
Christians). More than two-thirds of 
the 9,000 primary and secondary 
schools are private, and some 45 per 
cent of the total are operated by 
Catholic missions. The state went 
Communist in the February-March 
elections by a small margin—60 Com- 
munist Assemblymen ruled the 127- 
member body with the support of five 
independents. 

Prior to passage of the bill mam- 
moth demonstrations of rival Com- 
munist and Catholic groups converged 
on the capital city of Trivandrum. 
Protestant, Moslem and some Hindu 
leaders joined Roman Catholic bish- 
ops in opposing the bill. The Com- 
munist regime called the opposition a 
“conspiracy” against the constitution. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


a> 





PAUL BLANSHARD 


Noted author of “American Free- 
dom and Catholic Power” will ad- 
dress Tuesday night Rally. 





DR. CLYDE W. TAYLOR 


Authority on Catholic action in 
Latin countries will speak. 


+ 





DR. |. HOWARD WILLIAMS 


President of America’s largest sem- 
inary—Southwestern Baptist, at 
Ft. Worth. 





DR. GLENN L. ARCHER 


Executive Director of POAU for 
nine years. 
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Other noted speakers include the 
Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, Associate 
Director of POAU; Dr. Frank H. 
Yost, editor of “Liberty”; Dr. Louie 
D. Newton, Baptist leader; and 
Methodist Bishop Holt. 
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Tenth 
Anniversary Conference 


on 
Church and State 


February 10 and 11, 1958 
First Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia 


Theme: “Facing a New Day in Church and State” 


TWO GREAT PUBLIC RALLIES 


MONDAY, FEB. 10, 8 P.M., BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT, SPEAKER 


TUESDAY, FEB. 11, 8 P.M., PAUL BLANSHARD, SPEAKER 
(2 reserved tickets for each Rally given to sponsors.) 


Other Program Features 
e “PAGEANT OF PROGRESS”—10 years of POAU. 
@ Anniversary Banquet, Tues., Feb. 11, 5:30 P.M. 


(1 Banquet reservation given to each Sponsor.) 
@ Daytime forums, panels, discussions. 
@ Two fellowship luncheons. 


Persons contributing ten dollars, or more, become sponsors and 
will receive advance program details, a conference session badge, 
2 reserved tickets for each Rally, plus an Anniversary Banquet 
reservation. 


Attend and Sponsor Conference 


To: POAU Office, 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


YES—I want to help take this Conference to Atlanta. Make me a 
Sponsor. I enclose— 
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POAU—Please send ........... advance announcements like this and I 
will distribute to friends in my church. 


[1 I am a POAU member. () Not a member—send information. 
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Leaders See Slim Hope 
For Federal School Aid 


The convening of the second ses- 
sion of the 85th Congress seems un- 
likely to revive prospects for passage 
of a general program of federal aid 
to public schools. Partisan political 
considerations have been frankly 
cited as decisive obstacles. 

Chairman Cleveland M. Bailey 
(D., W. Va.) of the House Subcom- 
mittee on General Education has de- 
clared: “The Administration had its 
chance last year. . . . until such time 
as President Eisenhower can show a 
majority of his own party is in favor 
of the legislation, I am not going to 
take any action.” Similarly, Rep. 
Augustine B. Kelley (D., Pa.), au- 
thor of one of the leading school aid 
bills, admitted his bill seemed lost 
“for good.” (Rep. Kelley, 74, died 
on November 20—Editor’s note.) 

Thus, aid to parochial schools and 
other controversial aspects of some 
school proposals will in all probability 
remain dormant issues for some time 
to come. 


Hill Amendment 


A dangerous proposal for indirect 
aid to “primary, secondary and high- 
er education’’—not necessarily “pub- 
lic” education—may, however, come 
up again during the session, as it has 
in several previous sessions. Sen. Lis- 
ter Hill of Alabama announced on 
November 20 that he would reintro- 
duce his amendment for aid to educa- 
tion out of Outer Continental Shelf 
oil revenues. Such aid might run into 
the billions and, as Church and State 
has pointed out (September, 1953 
and February, 1954), failure to ear- 
mark the revenues for public schools 
only would leave the door open for 
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‘Compromises’ Imperil 
Freedom, Baptists Told 


A report presented to the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, meet- 
ing at Fort Worth last November, 
assailed “compromises” of the church- 
state separation principle as a threat 
to basic freedom. According to Reli- 
gious News Service, the convention's 
Christian Life Commission called for 
a “re-study” of current practices and 
declared: “Our people have not only 
accepted garbed Roman Catholic nuns 
in the public school classrooms in 
numerous school districts over the 
state, but have also looked with ap- 
proval on various schemes for teach- 
ing the Bible in the public schools on 
public school time.” 
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large-scale state aid to sectarian in- 
stitutions. 

The recent governors’ conference 
gave a new fillip to the school-aid dis- 
cussion by advancing a recommenda- 
tion for state rather than federal 
collection of taxes on telephone com- 
munications, the returns to be used 
for educational purposes. This would 
provide about $370,000,000 a year— 
largely to relatively prosperous states 
with more telephones per capita than 
states with the most pressing school 
needs. 
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NCWC Official Disputes 
Prelates on Papal Award 


There was no reason for Congress 
to have passed H. R. 8383, the bill 
authorizing Reps. McCormack and 
Rooney to accept a papal decoration, 
an official of the bureau of informa- 
tion of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference declared in a letter pub- 
lished in the Washington Post and 
Times-Herald on November 11th. 
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Signed by Gerald A. Renner, the let- 
ter purported to be an answer to an 
earlier one (November 5) by POAU 
Research Director Stanley Lichten- 
stein, but it really amounted to a di- 
rect contradiction of statements by 
ranking prelates of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church whom Lichtenstein had 
taken at their word. 


‘Ecclesiastical’ 


The Order of St. Gregory the 
Great, conferred on McCormack and 
Rooney by Pope Pius (Church and 
State, May, July, September and Oc- 
tober, 1957), “was an ecclesiastical 
one,” Renner flatly asserted. In say- 
ing this he deliberately ignored—and 
by implication repudiated—the com- 
ment of The New World, official or- 
gan of the Chicago archdiocese, 
which stated on July 26: 

“Congress was forced to act. By 
signing the bill, the President recog- 
nized His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, 
as the head of a sovereign state. And 
so he is... .” 

Renner also brushed aside the 1957 
National Catholic Almanac’s descrip- 
tion (p. 642) of the Order of St. 
Gregory as a “civil and military” 
award to “subjects of the Papal 
States.” Conceding that Lichtenstein 
hac correctly quoted the full text 
of this description from the ecclesi- 
astically-approved Almanac, Renner 
contended that the Almanac gave 
“necessarily” condensed information 
and that vital elements had been left 
out in this case. Without quoting the 
nineteenth-century pope _ directly, 
Renner said that Gregory XVI had 
not restricted membership in the Or- 
der to “papal subjects,” but had ex- 
tended it to persons distinguished 
for virtue, piety, social position and 
“zeal evidenced in fulfilling high 
office,” among other things. (Such 
“zeal,” of course, would be perfectly 
consistent with an award intended for 
“subjects of the Papal States.”— 
Editor’s note.) 


Pointless Bill? 


While arguing unctuously at the 
beginning of his letter that “Congress 
{unlike Lichtenstein] may be pre- 
sumed to know all the facts [in de- 
scribing the award as ecclesiastical | ,”’ 
Renner concluded the letter with the 
plain admission that Congress had 
passed a pointless bill in the light of 
its own description of the award. “No 
bill was necessary,” he said. 
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